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of THE 
Affairs of FRANCE: 


d from the Errors and Partiality of Newf Writers 
and Petty-Statefmen, of all Sides. 


Cuehap, May 23. 1704: 


E told you in our laft, ofa Trial 

at Law, at the Queen’s Bench 

Bar at eminfter, about aGen- 

tleman’s Affafiinating another in the Street, 

after having twice Challeng’d him, once for 

himfelf, once tor another Man —and that 

on a full Tryal, the Affafin was Fin’d 200 
Marks, and the other 100 Pounds. 

Our Scandalous Club brings a Cafe be- 
fore them of another Gentleman , who 
ftabb'd an Honeft Man into the Back, as 
he Was going up Stairs. 

I have related both thefe Stories, in Or- 
der to compare our Proceedings in fuch 
Cafes in England, and to fhew how 
much more Juftice isto be had in like 
Cafes in France: Not that I would too 
highly applaud the French Juftice, but that 
i Rrould be glad to make an Effay towards 
an A& of Parliament, for betier fettling 
this Matter in our Englifh Laws. 

As to Challenging, Affaffinating, and the 
like, the firft would have been immediate 
Death without Mercy, as we have feen in 
various Inftances already, as to ne 
a Man in the Street with Cane and Sword, 
endeavouring to force him to fight; 1 thal 
not pretend to fay what the Court of Ho- 
nour in France would have awarded in fuch 
a Cafe, but this I can tell, that they have 
been very fevere in like Cafes. 


A Gentleman of Normandy, who is now 
in Town, and who did us the Honour to 
give in the Story, was Aflaulted by another 
Gentleman, as he was walking up a nar- 
row Paffage with two Ladies, and no 
Sword on; the other Gentleman came 
down upon him, with his Sword drawn, 
he defended himfelf with a little Cane he 
had in his hand, and putting by his Pafs, 
clos’d with him: the Ladies frighted with 
the Accident, as might be expected, foon 
calf'd in help, enough to prevent farther 
Mifchief. 

As this Aétion made fome Noife in the 
Town, they had each of them a Guard 
fent to their Lodgings the next Morning, 
and of Courfe the thing was brought before 
the Praper Magiftrate; where, upon a full 
Hearing, the Gentleman who had drawn 
his Swofd, was Order’d Publickly to ask 
his Pardon, and was oblig’d, if he met the 
ather Perfon in the Street, to crafsthe way, 
and give him the Paflage : He was further 
Ordered,not to come into bisCompany; and 
if he happened to be where the other came, 
he.was to go out of the Room. 

As-to our Juftice of Peace, I cannot gure 
what Reparatian comld have been made in 
in hjs Cafe, better than by a hort Story 
which happened in Bretegn, noc much 
unlike it. zZ A 
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A Burgher of the Town 0f-——_—==coming 
a little abruptly into’a Room, where fome 
Gentlemen was Drinking, and as was fup- 
pofed,were a little out of their ownGovern- 
ment, Anglicd Drunk; feeing the Burgher 
come in, took the Advantage of him, and 
ftepping behind him, made faft the Door, 
and made him fit down. . 


They Drunk him very hard, but in that, 


he being a frefh Man, was tuo magy for 
them ; and ac laft they Quarrelled with him, 
two of them in particular Can’d him, but 
he being a ftrong Fellow, got them both 
down, and had made an end of them there, 
ifthe reft had not pull’d him off; at which 
making to the Door, he got it open, and 
made off; one of.the two that he had 
got down, being very nimble, follow’d him, 
and ftab’d him into the Shoulder, as he was 
going down the Stairs. 

Every body thought the Man had been 
kill’d, and the apprehenfions of that, made 
them all Sober enough to fly for it; -but as 
it happened the Man recovered, and the 
Offenders one by one began to appear a- 
gain, and by Friends and Money to appeafe 
him, that he fhopld not Profecute them.— 

The Burgher willingly put up all the firft 
part of the. Rare, but would not the 
Jafts and it was heard before the Magiftrate 
who awarded 4000 Livers Damages to the 
Burgher; the Perfon who did it, was to 
come and ask his Pardan in the Street, on 
his Knees, and Imprifonment for 8 Years. 

Had the Perfon been a Magiftrate of 
Peace, I very much Queftion if he fhould 
not have been hang’d. _ 

I fhall give bur one Relation more ia 
this Cafe, and that is concerning L’ Amende 
onorable, or the Satisfaétion of Honour 
due to the Ladies in France 3 and of this 
we have a famous Jnftance, of a Gentle- 
man of Normandy, whofe Name I omit, 
becaufe he is ftill alive, and Married to the 
Lady we are to mention, thy’ they are very 
unhappy together. 

The Count deG——, a Perfon of good 
Quality, in Normandy Courted Madamoi- 
felle D———, a Lady ofa very confiderable 
Fortune, in the fame Province, and had fo. 
tar obtain’d upon her Refolutions, that fhe 
had agreed to Marry him, and all things 
were ina great forwardne(’ for the Cere- 


fonds, who was then in the Province. 


Cloaths, and the Matter was look’d | 
as concluded, * 

The Count in this interval,whether | 
New Objet had furpriz’d him, or as for 
thought, by thednftigation of a near Re-— 
lation, thac had a mtind co put off the Match, 
takes a Jyurney to Roam, and ftay’d there 
fo long, that the Lady and her Relations 
were a little uneafie at his Meaning, efpe- 
cially confidering he took no Notice of his 
Engagement,and either did not write at all 
to her, or fo coldly, as fhe might perceife 
there was fome diftaite, u 

But if Madamoifelle was difturb’d at the 
abfence of her Lover, fhe was more fur- 
priz’d when one Morning fhe receiv’d a 
Letter from him by a Page, full of all the 
moft difobliging things in the Warld, Re- 
proaching her Family, her Charaéter, and 
above all, her Honety. q 

Nor was this alk, but he follow’d it with 
feveral others of the fame Nature, and 
made it the common Subject of his Dit- 
courfe. 

The Lady had feveral Brothers,who were 
Gentlemen likely enough to have made ill © 
work offuchan Affair as this; but as the 
Laws were too well known in that Cafe 
for any. Wife Man to venture, they took © 
care to bring it before the Marefhal de Be® 


At the hearing of the Cafe, the Mare- — 
fhall demanded, if he could bring any Proof 
= the Reputation of the Young Lady, 
which being attempted in Vain, and he © 
having no Original but froma Lady, whofe j 
ownReputation was too mean to obrain any — 
Credit , the Marefhal Condemn’d him in _ 
a breach of Honour tothe Lady, and Sen _ 
tenc’d him as follows: . 

Firft,He was to go to herMothers Houles 
and in the Prefence of .as- many of her — 
Friends as fhe pleafed to have there, — 
was to acknowledge he had wrong’d hen, | 
and was to ask her Pardon; he was to Pay | 
her 10000 Livers. for Damages, and was _ 
order’d to lie in clofe Prifon 5 Months. 

That this Lady afterwards Married this | 
Gentleman, and has been very unhappy in 
it, is nothing to the prefent.purpofe, and 
therefore I omit it. ig 


Je ited “3 beer 4 
Man think this Difcourfe of Duel- 
ote from our Defign, and a too 
‘Digreffion, I muft tell him, if I had 
ght fo, I fhould not have Trefpats'd 
_ fo, much on the Patience of the Reader; 
but as I fuppofed thefe Accounts muft be 
- particularly diverting, and would be more 
o.if I went on pr re are an Infinite va- 
- riety of them fill bebind ; fo I bring them 
all toa Propriety of Story, by this fhore 
_ addreffing them to the Matter in hand. 
They all concurr in Demonftrating the 
_ Adbfolute Government of the King of France 
over his own Subjeéts, and conftant Subje- 
ion of his People, of what Quality foever, 
to his Will, in Cafes the moft Mortitying in 
_ theWorld,and thisis the Subject I am upon. 
And J have been thelonger upon it, be- 
: caufe I would remind our own Nation; in 
~ what need we ftand of fome Law equiva- 
‘Tent to this in France: I do not pretend to 
Jead our Superiours to the manner, but 
fomething to make Reparation in Cafes vil- 
Janous and unhandfome, of which at pre- 
fent our Laws take little or no Notice. 

If 1am not mitinform’d, this Court of 
Honour in France has brought the French 
from the moft fiery, quarrelfome, captious 
People in the World, tobe the moft Ma- 
fters of Temper of any People in Europe. A 
Man may travel now thro’ the whole King- 

_ dom, and fee no ancivil Aétion, nor hear 
an uncivil Word ; it has reduc’d their 
Tongues as well as Hands. 

If this were put in Praétice in England, 

we fhould not pafs for fuch a Scolding Na- 
,as now we really do. 
~ Our Scandalous Club would be dropt of 
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Courfe, Baflad-making, Lampoons, and ¥i- 
rulent Pamphlets would ceafe, the Univer- 
fities of Billing/gate and the Bear-Gardeit 
would lofe their Privileges ; and we might 
in time be brought to be a Nation of as 
much Manners as our Neighbours. 

Let no Man fay ’tis impoffible, and our 
refractory Tempers are not to be reduc’d ; 
the King of France has fhown us by a noble 
Experiment, what good Laws feverely ex- 
ecuted: may bring to pafS; there never was 
an Evil fo predominant in any Nation in 
the World, as this fighting Evil was in 
France. I have faid in one of thefe Sheets, 


. that 400 Menchave been kill’d ina Year: 


Tam fince told, that in One Year in the Re- - 
gency‘ of-the late Queen Mother, while 
the prefent King of Frmce was in his Mino- 


.Tity,there was.reckoned up no lefs thani70o 


Gentlemen kill’d by Duelling in France. 

As no Evil ever prevail’d fo much on a 
People, fo no Milchief was ever fo effetu- 
ally fupprefs’d, nor the Caufe to all In- 
tents and Purpofes fo entirely remov'ds 
for fince fuch ample Satisfaétion is to be ob- 
tain’d upon the leaft Complaint, fuch in- 
evitable Deftruétion attending the contra- 
ry, none but Madmen, fuchas have neither 
Sence, Family, or Friends, will ever run 
the Rifque of fighting; and nothing can 
be a greater. Proof both of the prudent Ma- 
nagement of the Government in France, 
and the entire Subje€tion of the People. 

Our next will bring us: back where this 
Digreffion left off, and purfue the remain- 
ing Articles of French Grandeur, according 
tothe firft Propofal. . 

In our laft, for 1005. r. 1007}. 


Apvice fromthe Scandalous CLiups. 


Diligent Reader of thefe Papers came 

haftily into the Club, and without 

Ceremony addreffing himfelf tothe Dite- 
€or, made them this fhort Speech. 


Gentlemen, 

You bave told ws. very much of a. Court of 
Honour, and L’ amende Honorable zn 
France ; pray, if there were fuch a Court in 
England, and you were brought before them, 
what do-you shink would become of you? 


The Speech ended, the Gentleman was 
defired to fitdown, and he ffould:have an 
immediate Anfwer. 

And firft he was fhown the Copy of this 
Paper, before it went to the Prefs, where- 
in twas fuppos’d, that a Court of Honour 
would fo effe€tually fupprefs all Scandalous 
Affairs inthe Town, that there would be 
no Bufinefs for us, and fo we fhould ceale 
of Courfe. 

But 


ere 


~ But asthis was not his Meaning, he was 


sald by Order of the Suciety as a more di- 
rect Anfwer co his Queftion. 

1. That if we were-go be brcught be+ 
fore a Court of Honour, the firlt thing 
they would require‘of us, would be when 
ary Perfonbad complain’ of being affronted 
that we fhould prove the Faét. ; 

If we could not prove what was alledg’d 
to betrue, we fhouid be cenfur’d as Malig- 
ners,Underminers of orher Men’s Reputa- 
tion, Expofers of People for Crimes they 
never committed,making Sport with other 
People’s Misfortunes, and the like ; fhould 
accordingly b¢ fin’d, imprifun’d , made to 
beg Pardon, goon t’ other Side of the 
Way, and che like. 

But, Gentlémea, if all we have faid can 
be .nade out, if when we have told of a 
drunken Juftice fallen into the Mill-pond, 
or an eminent Citizen taken with aT welve- 
penny Whore, if when we have told of a 
Magiftratéfiabbing a Man into the Back in 
the Dark, or a Man of Letters correfpond- 
ing with our Enemies abroad. If thefe 
things are true, and can be made out; if 
thefe Men have Names and are to be found 
out by their Charaéters ; if writing Non- 
fence, or tranflating Foreign Nonfenfe in- 
to. Englifh Nonfenfe; if talfe Geography 
and falfe Hiftory be to be found among our 
News-writers; why then, Gentlemen,with 
all our Heartsto a Court of Honour with 
us, as {von as you pleafe. I never yet-heard 
the Court .of Morefhals fin’d a Perfon for 
Reproach, while he only flandred the Man 
with the ‘Matcer of Truth ; you may fay 
the vileft thing of a Man in France that 
can be imagin’dy provided it is but true; 
but if ic happen to bea Lye, if the Charge 
be falfe, then the Author is punifh’d to 
Purpofe : Now if ye can take cur Society. 
there,Gentlemen,we are content. 

With this Anfwer the Gentleman was 
difmifls’d ; and-if he is not fatisfied,he is wel- 
come to Come again 

Our Club was very forry to have a new 
Author bronght before them, the very firft 
time of his publick Appearance in the 
World but a Paper coming ont 
Nam. +. Entitled the Portugal Memoir, 
which being bura half Sheet, was fold for 
Six.Pence, and the Perfon that boughe it 
ex petting fomething,in it proportioned to 
the Price, brought it to the Society in Re- 
yenge for the Difappointment. 
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The Society us’d the Author 
being the firft Offence, and onl 
fhed him in his next to explain t 
ing Claufes from Lisbon. hie 3? 
The Lime and Mary Galley too ‘in i 
andAmmunition forSevoy and theCe 
Querie, Where thofe Arms, Sc. 
Cevennes,are tobe landed? awe. 
The Spaniards found the Alarm, and im- 
mediately took it. 2 
The Meaning of this we wait for in his 
next. ea 
A Dvertifements are taken in by ¥. Matthews, 
‘in Pilkington-Court in Little Britain, 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
~~ Next Term will be publith'd, 
Rie Famous Difpenfary Poem, continu-— 
ed tothis Time; with a large Com- — 
mentary, fully Explaining the Characters — 
of little Mirmil, Somre Querpo, and all the o- 
ther Phyficians Graduate and not Graduate, — 
who betray the Patients and their Profeffi- — 
on to the Empiricks. 
A Difcourte upon the Pharifce and the Pub. — 
lican : Wherein SeveralGreat andWeigh- — 
ty Things are handled : As the Nature © 
of Prayer, and of Obedience to the Law, — 
with how far it obliges Chriftans, and where- 
in it confifts: Wherein is alfo thewed equal- 
ly the deplorable Condition of the Pharifee 
orHypocritical and Self-righteous Man, and 
of the Publican, or Sinner that lives in Si 
and in open Violation of the Divine Laws: _ 
Together with the Way and Method of 
God’s Free-Grace in Pardoning Penitent 
Sinners ; proving’ that he juftifies them 
by imputingChrift’s Rightcoufne& to them, 
By Jobn Bunyan, Author of the Pilgrim's Pro- 
grey. The Third Edition, Printed for Fobn — 
Marefbal, at the Bible in Grace-church ftreet. 1704, 
Books Sold by Jeffery Wale I 
in St. Pests cherh tend, oe 
IRI Cladndren Tacqueti Elementa Geometria 
Praxis Medica, ad prifcam obfervandi rationem re= 
vocunda, Libyy duo, 8va, — Epigrammatum 
Deleé&us ex omnibus tum Ucteribus tum Recentiori- 
bus, accurate decerptus; quibus bac fexta Editione 
Solas rites § DeleB as Spares ex muperis 
maxime Poetis , eleHori 7 i 
“ vai mar 12°, pel 
+ A Doctor in Phyfick Cures al 
Degrtes and Indifpofitions in Vausteay aa 
fons he a moft cafie, fafe, and expeditious 
Met 3, and of whom any Perfon may 
have Advice, and a perfect Cure, let his or 
her Difeafe be of the longeft Date: He like- 
wife gives his. Adyice in all. Difeafes, and. 
pres es ee a Dr. HARBOROUGH , (4 
raduate Phyfician ) in Great Knighy-Rj 
fiveet, near Doétors Commons, em 
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